
May 31, 2020 

Pentecost Sunday 

Dear All, 
 

Greetings from the Rectory! I am pleased to share with you the news that public Masses and 

devotions will resume throughout the Diocese of Burlington beginning Monday, June 1st, with a 

return next weekend, June 6th & 7th, to the Saturday Vigil and Sunday Mass schedule. Please read 

the bulletin for details, which can be found at www.nativitystlouis.com. With this phase of re-

opening, the diocese is asking parishes to observe protocols when visiting the church and attending 

Mass. Please note the following: 
 

• The obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains lifted until further notice, especially if you 

are part of a vulnerable population and/or have an underlying health condition. 

• Stay home if you are sick or not feeling well. 

• Wear a mask at Mass. 

• Sanitize your hands upon entry. Due to shortages of sanitizer, bring your own if possible. 
 

• Physical Distancing 

o Sit in designated pews and keep social distance of at least six feet between individuals 

at all times. Families coming together in a single vehicle may sit together. 

o Refrain from congregating in tight areas or entering cordoned off areas in the church. 
 

• At Mass 

o Ushers and the priest may not greet people or carry on conversation at the door before 

or after Mass. Bulletins will be available for pick-up only at the end of Mass. 

o The Offertory procession is omitted. 

o Baskets are at the entrances for people to drop off their donations as they leave. 

o The Sign of Peace is to be omitted. 

o Only Ordinary Ministers of Holy Communion are authorized to distribute Communion 

during this time, and the role of Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion is 

suspended at this time in the Diocese of Burlington. 

o Holy Communion will be under the species of the Sacred Consecrated Host alone. 

o During this phase of re-opening, Bishop Coyne restricts the reception of Holy 

Communion to the hand only. 

o As you approach to receive Holy Communion, be sure to maintain six feet (2 pew 

length) distance between yourself and the person in front of you. 

o Keep you mask on while you are in the Communion line. 

o Do NOT wear gloves while coming up to receive Holy Communion. 

o When in front of the priest, receive the Sacred Consecrated Host in the palm of your 

hand – then stepping aside, at least six feet from the priest, with your other hand move 

the mask away from your mouth, consume the Host and then replace your mask. 
 

It will take time for all of us to acclimate to this newness, and I thank you for your understanding 

and cooperation with these protocols, which are meant to provide for the safety and well-being of 

all. As always, please know of my continued prayers for you and your family, and I look forward 

to seeing you again at Mass. 
 

Praised be Jesus Christ, now and forever! 

God bless, 

Fr. James Dodson 

http://www.nativitystlouis.com/

